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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . The amendment received on 02/28/2005 has been reviewed and considered with the 
following results: 

As to the objections to the claims, Applicant's amendments have overcome the 
objections, as such; the objections have been withdrawn. 

As to the objections to the specification, Applicant's amendments have overcome the 
objections, as such; the objections have been withdrawn. 

As to the rejections to the claims, under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 2 nd paragraph, Applicant's 
amendments and clarifications have overcome the rejections, as such; the rejections have been 
withdrawn. 

As to the rejections to claim 78, under 35 U.S.C. 101, Applicant's amendments have 
overcome the rejections, as such; the rejections have been withdrawn. 

As to the prior art rejections to the claims, Applicant's amendment has overcome the 
prior art rejections, as such; the prior art rejections have been withdrawn. The case is found to be 
in allowance condition. 

REASON FOR ALLOWANCE 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art of record fails to disclose or fairly suggest a method of generating a 
sequence of clock signals (264a - 264n in instant Fig. 3), as recited in claim 57, having specific 
combination of steps that comprises a step of delay locking (as shown by 254, 252, 260, 290, 
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310) a reference clock signal (ICLK) to a master clock signal (CMD CLK 42) so that the 
reference clock signal has a predetermined phase relative to the phase of the master clock signal; 
and a step of delay locking (as shown by 330, 332, 334, 252, 260) a plurality of clock signals 
(264a - 264n) to the reference clock signal so that the plurality of clock signals having different 
respective phases, such as a delayed increment of 1 1.25 degrees (see page 10, lines 10-26), 
relative to the phase of the reference clock signal. 

The prior art of record fails to disclose or fairly suggest a method of generating a 
sequence of clock signals (264a - 264n in instant Fig. 3) from a master clock signal (CMD CLK 
42), as recited in claim 61, having specific combination of steps that comprises a step of 
generating (as shown by 330, 332, 334, 252, 260) the sequence of clock signals (264a - 264n) 
each clock signal of the sequence having a different respective phase, such as a delayed 
increment of 1 1.25 degrees (see page 10, lines 10-26), that increases from a first clock signal 
(264a) to a last clock signal (264n) in the sequence; delay locking the first clock signal and last 
clock signals to each other so that they have a predetermined phase with respect to each other; a 
step of delay locking (as shown by 254, 252, 260, 290, 310) one (ICLK) of the clock signals to 
the master clock signal so that each of the clock signals in the sequence have respective phases 
with respect to the master clock signal. 

The prior art of record fails to disclose or fairly suggest a method of generating a 
sequence of clock signals (264a - 264n in instant Fig. 3), as recited in claim 66, having specific 
combination of steps that comprises a step of generating (as shown by 330, 332, 334, 252, 260) 
the sequence of clock signals (264a - 264n) which are increasingly delayed, such as a delayed 
increment of 1 1.25 degrees (see page 10, lines 10-26), from a first clock signal (264a) to a last 
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clock signal (264n), two of the clock signals in the sequence being delay locked to each other so 
that they have a predetermined phase with respect to each other; and a step of delay locking (as 
shown by 254, 252, 260, 290, 310) one (ICLK) of the clock signals to a master clock signal 
(CMD CLK 42), the clock signals (264a - 264n) in the sequence have respective phases with 
respect to the master clock signal. 

The prior art of record fails to disclose or fairly suggest a method of providing a plurality 
of clock signals (264a - 264n in instant Fig. 3) that have predetermined phases relative to a 
master clock signal (CMD CLK 42), as recited in claim 77, having specific combination of steps 
that comprises a step of producing (as shown by 254, 252, 260, 290, 310) a reference clock 
signal (ICLK) having a phase relative to the master clock signal that is a function of a first 
control signal (258); a step of generating the first control signal as a function of the difference in 
phase (330, 332, 334) between the master clock signal and the reference clock signal; a step of 
producing (as shown by 330, 332, 334, 252, 260) the plurality of clock signals (264a - 264n) 
having different respective phases, such as a delayed increment of 1 1.25 degrees (see page 10, 
lines 10-26), relative to the reference clock signal that are a function of a second control signal 
(270); and a step of generating the second control signal as a function of the difference in phase 
(272) between the reference clock signal and one (264n-l) of the plurality of clock signals. 

The prior art of record fails to disclose or fairly suggest a method of providing a sequence 
of clock signals (264a - 264n in instant Fig. 3) that have predetermined phases relative to a 
master clock signal (CMD CLK 42), as recited in claim 84, having specific combination of steps 
that comprises a step of generating (as shown by 254, 252, 260, 290, 310) a reference clock 
signal (ICLK) having a delay relative to the master clock signal that is a function of a first 
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control signal (258); a step of generating (as shown by 330, 332, 334, 252, 260) the sequence of 
clock signals (264a - 264n) each of which has a delay relative to an adjacent clock signal, such 
as a delayed increment of 1 1.25 degrees (see page 10, lines 10-26), in the sequence that is a 
function of a second control signal (270); a step of comparing (254) the phase of the master 
clock signal to the phase of a first one of the plurality of clock signals and generating the first 
control signal as a function of the difference therebetween; delay locking the phase of the first 
clock signal to the phase of the master clock signal; a step of comparing (272) the phase of two 
of the plurality of clock signals (264a, 264n-l) and generating the second control signal as a 
function of the difference therebetween; and a step of delay locking (272, 260) the phases of the 
two clock signals to each other. 

3. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hai L. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-1747 and 
Right Fax number is 571-273-1747. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- 
Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Timothy Callahan can be reached on 571-272-1740. The official fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is 703-872-9306. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-1562. 
5. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




April 28, 2005 



